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Are there any Alternatives 

to the ATA Carnet?

 Duty and tax deposit

 Temporary Import under Bond (TIB)

 Smuggling



What is an ATA Carnet?

Merchandise Passport

International customs document

Allows temporary entry of items, duty-free 

and tax-free, whether shipped or hand-carried 

Established by international ATA convention

Governed by:

World Customs Organization

International Chamber of Commerce and its World 

Chambers Federation



Why use an ATA Carnet?

 Eliminates posting of a financial guarantee
 Deposit of duties and taxes e.g., yen, euro, sterling. In EU, 

minimum 20% of value 
 Temporary importation under bond (TIB)

One document for all customs transactions (except 
export/import licenses)

 Acts as U.S. Customs registration (CF4455)

 Unlimited entries/departures for up to one year

Minimizes language problems

 No surprises! Arrangements made in advance and in 
U.S. dollars



Where can Carnets be used?

66 member countries and the customs 

territories they administer: 

France/Monaco; South Africa/Namibia, 
Lesotho/Botswana/Swaziland; Spain/Canary Is. 

New: Pakistan October 2007

Newer: Ukraine March 1st 2008

Newest: Montenegro December 2008

Except for Chile, Latin America does not accept 
Carnets

Mexico does NOT accept Carnets



Countries

Taiwan
 TECRO/AIT Carnets—

for use between U.S. 

and Taiwan only

 Obtain TECRO and 

ATA Carnets 

simultaneously and 

secure U.S. CBP 

validation on both

 No split shipments

Connected to ATA Carnet US1/06 xxxxx



What can go on Carnets?

3 Primary Categories:

1. CS--Commercial Samples

2. PE--Professional Equipment (tools 

of the trade)

3. EF—Goods for Exhibitions and Fairs



Common and

Uncommon Uses

Winter Olympics

 Summer Olympics

Movies

 TV Shows

 Camera equipment

 Computer equipment

 Aircraft, autos, boats

 Theatrical scenery

 Catering equipment 

 Trade show booths

 Jewelry

 Live animals

 Human skulls

 Musical instruments

 Power systems

 JK Rowling Book



The Application Process?

 Apply online

 Forwarders can manage many 

customers/holders (with POAs)

 5 part process

 www.carnetonline.org



Holder Information

Part 1:

Name of Holder and contact info

Holder is financially responsible

Representatives authorized to use 

Carnet



General List

Part 2: goods making 
temporary entry

Reasonable written 
description—style or 
serial numbers

Insured value

Country of origin

Quantity/piece count

Weight—pounds, carat 
weight

 Never amend General 
List printed on green 
cover

MASTER 

COPY



General List cont.

Enter items manually

Import a/multiple Excel Lists

A combination of both options



Importing an Excel List

Six column worksheet

One line per item and its description

Item No.

Description

Quantity

Weight/Volume

Value

Country of Origin



Uploading Errors

Headers

Currency Symbols

Commas, apostrophes or quotations

Hard returns in the description columns

Total in either weight or value columns

ISO two digit country code

The file MUST be saved as a Comma 

Delimited File (CSV Format)



Countries

Part 3:

Provide number of departures from U.S.

Provide number of countries 

--visited—making a formal entry into the 

country

--transited—means to transfer from one 

customs checkpoint to another within 

the same jurisdiction 



Security Deposit and

Carnet cost 

Cash

Surety Bond

Step 4: Security Deposit: 40% of the General List

Step 5: Basic Fee: $210-$350 based on the value 
of the General List. Sample: $50,000 in value

 Processing: $300

 Bond: $200

 Total: $500



Carnet Processing Time

Standard Processing 2nd Business day

Rush Processing Next business day 

$50/$75

Same Day Pick up $100/$150



Additional Services

Extra Sets: additional counterfoil/voucher sets 

enable more country visits.  Purchased 

subsequent to initial application

Duplicate Carnet: used for a lost, stolen or 

destroyed Carnet.  Expiration date remains the 

same

Replacement Carnet: by foreign customs 

approval, extends time during which goods may 

remain in-country



U.S. 

Carnet



How does an ATA Carnet

Work?

Like a passport

Colored document that tracks 

customs transactions

Stop at all (real or imagined) 

customs checkpoints, even if 

you are not asked for it

when in doubt, ASK!, 

especially on re-exportation



Step by Step

after Carnet delivery

Before Departure

1. Sign lower right corner of green cover

At U.S. Customs (departing)

2. Stop at U.S. CBP Ship’s Office for validation of:  a) 
shaded “Customs” box on green cover and b) 
yellow exportation counterfoil #1

At Foreign Customs (arriving)

3. Stop at foreign customs for validation of 
importation sheets:  counterfoil #1 and voucher 
#1.  Customs removes voucher



Step by Step

At Foreign Customs (departing):

4. Stop at foreign customs for validation of

re-exportation sheets:  counterfoil #1 and voucher 
#1.  Customs removes voucher

At U.S. Customs (returning):

5. Stop at U.S. CBP Ship’s Office for validation of re-
importation counterfoil #1

After Final Return:

6. Upon final use, make a full Carnet copy for your 
records and return the original to USCIB

 Split/partial shipments—cross out on General List 
on white voucher  items NOT traveling.  Assure 
proper customs validation on counterfoil



The Carnet, along with the goods, 

must ALWAYS be available for 

customs clearance.

Secret to Carnet Success



Avoiding the 

“Carnet Police”



Which means avoiding a Claim

Notice from a foreign customs that goods have 

not been re-exported in a timely fashion

Example:  

Goods are sold

Goods are stolen or lost

Goods are not re-exported in 

a complete manner

Avoiding the “Carnet Police”



Resolving a Claim

Start early 

Resolve miss stamps

Carnet proof--counterfoils

Certificate of Disposition (U.S.                             

Customs Form 3227)

Other Customs validated proof

Replacement Carnet—call your 

Service Provider



Who is the USCIB?

 USCIB manages ATA Carnet system in U.S.

 U.S. Customs appointed USCIB in 1969, as 

National Guaranteeing Association (NGA)

 ATA Carnet HQ: New York City and 2 Service 

Providers: Roanoke Trade Services and Corporation 

for International Business

 Non-profit business organization formed in 1945

 300 members: companies, associations and 

professional service firms



Visit: www.merchandisepassport.org



Contact

• Fred Mardis

1.877.798.5625 or fmardis@uscib.org

• Kristi Bang

1.212.703.5096 or kbang@uscib.org

• Rohan Nanton

1.212.703.5087 or rnanton@uscib.org

Help:

****** THANK YOU ******


